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r> ORDINANCE NO. Ls? Cl
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE 12, "SIGN REGULATIONS" OF ZONING
ORDINANCE NO. 559 OF THE VILL/\GE OF TUSCARAWAS, OIllO

AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY '

NOW, T/7EREFORE, BEIT ORDAINED by the Council or the Villap,c of

Tuscarawas, Ohio as follows:

Section I: That Article 12, "Sign Regulations" of the Village ol Tuscarawas Zoninj'

Ordinance, is hereby amended as follows:

See Exhibit "A" attached hereto and incorporated herein.

Section 2: This ordinance shall become effective immediately from and a fter the date

of its approval and adoption, as provided by law. This ordinance was passed as an
Y

c.nicrgency ordinance by the council of the Village of Tuscarawas.

Section 3: This ordinance is declared to be an emergency measure and its immediate

passage is necessary "to preserve, ,protect and maintain the health, safCty ancl welfare o f

the citizens of the Tuscarawas, Ohio and for the further reason that imniecliate action

needs to be taken to amend Article 12 of the Village Zoning Ordinance.

PASSED this a5'tkday of a'Tut

A//cs/.' &/as/os

,2005.

President of Council

Julie Erwin, Fiscal Oj/icer
%p

A,),)/·o1'c(l: (2ur as"'

Rick Spaar, Mayor

,2005
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ARTICLE 12. SIG N REGULATIONS

Section 1,200. Signs
No sign shall be constructed, erected, moved, enlarged, illuminated, substantially altered
or permitted in any district except as provided in this Ordinance.

Section 1201. Pu rposes of Sign Regulations
The purposes of these sign regulations are:

(a) To eLTectively coinniunicate information while nmintaining pedestrian and
traffic safety.

(b) To protect and enhance the unique character ofthe comniu.n.ity by encouraginf'
signs to be compatible with their surroundings.

(C.) To nmintain the coiiununity's ability to attract sources of economic,
development and growth.

(d) To minimize the possible adverse effect of signs on adjoining properties.

Section 1202. Type and Standards of Signs Allowed With Sign Permit
The types of signs described below are allowed with a Sign Permit, subject to the
regulations olthis Ordinance.
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1202.1 Billboard Sign: A 'Re-standing sign located adjacent to a controlled
access highway. The primary use of said sign is to convey information which is
not related to the principal use ofthe land on which such sign is located to
vehicular traffic traveling on such controlled access highway. Such signs shall
conform to the following:

(a) No billboard shall be located within one thousand (1,000) feet oI
another billboard abutting either side of the same street.

(b) The height ofsuch signs shall not exceed fifty (SO) feet.
(C) Such signs shall be stationary and, ifilluminated, shall meet the

requiren"tents olSection 1206.3.
(d) A billboard with a sign areathat does not exceed one hundred (100)

square feet shall be located not closer than ten (I 0) feet to any street
right-of-way line. For every square foot by which such sign exceeds
one hundred (100)square feet, such setback shall be increased by

one-half (1/2) foot.
(e) The sign shall not exceed three hundred (300) square feet.
(t) At the intersection ofany street, such signs shall be at least one

hundred (100) feet Rom the established right-of-way of .yich street.
+

1202.2 Bulletin Board Sign: A sign erected by a school, church or similar
community institution for purposes of providing general information or
announcing events which are held on the premises or within the
cornrnunity-at-large. Bulletin boards shall not exceed thirty (30) square feet in
area. Bulletin boards are not permitted for dwellings.
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1202.3 Canopy Sign: A sign that is displayed and affixed flat on the surface of
a canopy and does not extencl beyond the limits of the canopy. Such sign is
perniitted as part of an awning, canopy, or other fabric, plastic or structural
protective cover over a door, entrance or window. The lowest point o [" a canopy
sign shall be at least eight (S) feet above a sidewalk or other walkway and at least
ten (i 0) feet abovc a driveway.

1202.4 Home or Expanded Home Occupation Sign: A sign on the premises of
a Limited Home Occupation or Expanded Home Occupation. Only onc (I) such
sign is permitted, which shall be no more than six (6) square feet in size and shall
be limited to a wall sign or monument sign. Jllumination o f such signs is
prohibited.

1202.5 Monument Sign: A sign mounted on a base which is set firmly in the
ground, ofwhich the top ofthe sign is not more than four and a haW (4-1/2) feet
high. S.tich sign shall not exceed thirty (30) square feet in area.

1202.6 Pole Sign: A sign which is attached to or a part of a self-supportiiy'
structure. Such sign may be erected to serve a business or a group o f business
establishments and shall be limited to one sign per premises. Such sign shall be a
maximum of "thirty (3 0) feet in height, haviryz a rnaxiniuin total sign arca o r
twenty-five (25) square feet. The supporting structure of a pole sign shall be set
firmly in the ground. No part of the projecting sign shall extend beyond the cdge
o fthe pavement of a street.

1202.7 Projecting Sign: A sign attached at an angle or perpendicularly to a
wall ola building or structure. Such signs shall not project further than four (4)
feet measured fi'oni the face of the main wall of the building provided that no part
of" the projecting sign shall extend beyond the edge of the pavement o t" a street.
The lowest point of a projecting sign or any part thereof shall be al east eight (8)
'feet above a sidewalk or other walkway and at least ten (ID) feet above a
driveway. Only one (I) such sign is permitted, which shall not exceed twenty five
(25) square feet.

1202.* Roof Sign: A sign erected or constructed as an integral part or a normal
root" structure. Such signs may be erected provided tliat no part o r the sign
extends vertically above the highest portion of the roof and such that no part o r the
sign is separated from the rest ofthe roof by a space of more than six (6) inchcs.
There shall be no more than one (I) roof sign on a premises. A roo f sign is not
pcrinitted on a. flat roof.
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'1202.09 Subdivision or Multi-fiimily Development Sign: A sign located
al the entrance of a unified residential development for identification purposes.
Such sign may be erected at any entrance to a residential subdivision g"
multi-EL[n.i]y development, provided that there may be not more than "two (2) signs
per entrance. The total surface area of all such signs located at a single entrance
may not excecd forty (40) square feet.

1202.10 Wall Sign: A sign attached parallel to, or painted on, the wall or
window surfiice, that is confined within the limits of an outside wall and displays
only one sign surface. No building wall shall be used for display of advertisinj'
except that pertainjnk to the use carried on within such building

^
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Section 1203. Types and Standards of Signs Which Do Not Require a Sign Permit
A Sign Permit is not required 1"or the types of signs listed in this section. Such signs are
permitted Lo be located only as described in the section. Such signs shall conform to all
applicable provisions of this Ordinance. '

1203.1 Artwork, Decorative Design or Architectural Features: A work of art,
decorative design or architectural feature of a building which is not an explicit
logo, advertisement, or identifier of a business is not considered 'to be a sign.
'Examples include, but are not limited to, a rnural, sculpture, and landscaping.

1203.2 Customary Residential Signs: NonAlluniinated signs or iilterrlauy

back-lit signs not exceeding a total of four (4) square feet in area that are
custonia.rily associated with residential use and that are not of a conirnercial nature,
including, but not limited to:

(a) Signs giving property identification names, numbers or names of
occupants.

(b) Signs on mailboxes or newspaper tubes.
(C) Signs posted on private property warning the public apainst trespassin!'

or danger Eom animals or other similar message.

1203.3 'Homemade Sales Sign: A temporary or permanent sign advertising
H.omemade Sales. Such sign shall not exceed four (4) square feet in size. Only
one sign per dwelling is permitted. A sign for Ilomemade Sales may be posted
only on the private property where such sales are offered, and sball not be posted
in the public right-o"Eway, and shall not be affixed to any publicly-owned sign.
I" land-printed signs are not pemiitted.

1 203.4 Incidental Traffic Sign: A sign guiding traflic on private property that
does not exceed four (4) square feet and contains no advertising rnatter. Not
more. than one (I) such sign shall be erected in each two hundred (200) feet of'
street frontage.
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1203.5 Location Sign: A permanent sign, not to exceed four (4) square fcet,
inteiided to help travelers locate a church, school or similar community inst 1(u( ion

in the corl1mu[1ity at large. Such signs shall be erected by permission of and as
directed by Village Council.

1203.6 Public Sign: Notices by govemtnent agencies, including traffic control
sigiis and other official signs and notices. Excludes signs posted by private
individuals and organizations and whicli are intended to be seen by the public.
("Note: "Public sign" does not imply "any sign posted by a member ol the public".)
These signs may be placed within a public right-oEway.

1.203.7 Rummage Sale Sign: A temporary-type sign advertising a. garage sale,
yard sale, attic sale, rummage sale or other similar event. Such signs shall not be
displayed for more than seven consecutive (7) days per sale, and for iiot more
than fout (4) sales per year per dwelling or nonresidential premises. Such signs
rnay be posted in the public right-of-way as long as they do .not obstruct vehicular
trafTic or visibility and are not on or over the paved surface ola road. They shall
not be aflixed to any publicly-owned sign. Such signs shall not exceed eight (8)
square feet in size. Signs posted off-premises from the sale location are permitted
with the permission of the property owner or resident of the property whcrc such
sign is Lo be placed and having a limit of one (I) sign per property up to li
maximuin of four (4) separate properties.

1203.8 Sale, Lease or Rental Sign: Signs not exceeding eight (8) square feei in
size, and advertising the sale, rental or lease of the premises on which the sign is
located.

1203.9 Seasonal Sale Sign: A temporary-type sign advertising the seasonal salc
hr which a Seasonal Sales Permit has been issued. Seasonal sales signs shall be
displayed only on the days when sales arc conducted. ^ maximum oftujo (2)
signs are permitted, and each sign shall not exceed eight (8) square fCet in size.
Such signs shall be displayed only on the premises where the season sale is
conducted, and shall conform to setback requirements. Seasonal sale sij'ns shall
not be i)osted in the public right-of way.

.

1203.10 Sidewalk Sign: A Cree-standing sign which is not 'fixcd to 'the sidewalk,
which is placed on the sidewalk within five (S) feet of the public entrance o fa
business. Examples include, but are not limited to, messages about special sa.lcs,
daily menus, or regular merchandise. A sidewalk sign may bc designcd as, fOr
example, a small A- frame sign. Such signs shall have no illuniination, and no
elements which move or give the illusion of movement. The height o 1" such sigi
shall be a ininimum of three (3) .feet and a niaxinium o f four (4) lCel. 1"he
ma.xi.nium width shall be thirty (30) inches. The base of such sign shall not exceed
7.5 square feet. The purpose of these requirements is to provide sa 1"cty fOr
pedestrians, including ability for most people to see over the sign, Murd iness so



tha"t the signs are not easily moved or tipped over, and to maintain space for
pedestrian traffic. Not more than one (I) sidewalk sign is permitted per
establishment and such sigi shall be displayed only during business hours.

~
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1203.11 Sponsorship Sign: A temporary sign, not to exceed eighteen (IB)
, square ket, erected OIl a fence surrounding a ball field 'in a public park (e.g., signs

" advertising a business or an organization that is supporting youth spoils). Such

/ signs shall be displayed ONLY during the baseball/sofl"bal1 season. Such sign shall
^'\\ , !'" displayed only with the permission of and as directed by Village Council

1203.12 Street .Banner Sign: A temporary banner suspended across a street,
which is related Lo special events, and which is intended for a limited period o [
display. Such sign shall be displayed ONLY with permission of and as directed
by Village Council

1203.13 Ternporary Construction Sign: A temporary sign placed upon
property for the purpose of advertising the sale,, development, or improvement of
said property, and/or to identifj' the sponsors and agencies involved in such
activities. A temporary construction sign may not be illurninated and shall be
erected only on the property being sold, developed or improved and shall not be in
excess of fifty (SO) square Ieet. Such sign may be erected for the construction
period plus thirty (30) days. Additional signs may be requested or required by the
Village to direct construction traflic. i" "

1203.14 Temporary Sign: A sign, or other advertising device, with or without
a structural frame, and which is related to a special event within the community at
large, and intended fOr a limited period of display. Such sign may' be posted only
with the .perniission ofeach property owner. Such sign niay be erected for a
n]aximllm of thirty (30) days per event. There is no limit on the total number o f
signs permitted, but the total area ofthe signs shall not exceed a combined total of
fitly (SO) square feet.

~

Section 1204. Prohibited Signs
The 10llowing signs are prohibited in all districts.

1204.1 Signs Imitating Warning Signals: No sign shall display intermittent
lights resembling the flashing lights customarily used in traffic signals or in police,
fire, ambulance, or rescue vehicles, nor shall any sign use the words "stop",
"danger", or any other word, phrase, symbol, or character in a manner that might
mislead or confuse an automobile or other vehicle driver.

1204.2 Illegal Signs: No sign is permitted which does not meet tke requirements
of this Ordinance or which cannot be demonstrated by the owner to have legal
nonconforming status to the satisfaction of the Village.

~
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1204.3 Signs Within Strcct Right-of Way: Except as provided elsewhere in
this Orclinance, no sign shall be placed in any right-of-way except pLll)licly-owncd
signs, including but not limited to traffic control signs and directional signs.

Scction 1205. Signs Allowed by Type and Zoning District
Signs are pcrinittecl in accordance with all requ irements of this Ordinance and the tablc sci
fOrth below. Signs iiot exempt or specifically allowed in a particular district are expressly
l)ro|]ibited. "'A" means allowed by this Ordinance.

m

Sign Type Open Residential "" " ""Businesf: ' Manufacl--
Area uring .

"' A-l S--l R-l R-2 R-3 R-4 B-l B-2 B-3 M 1""" "M-2"

Billboard A A A
"iju|lelin Board A A A A A A A A A """""A""" """A""

Canopy A A . A A ,.. A.
Customary Residential A A A A
Horne Occupation A A A A A
Homemade Sales A A A
Incidental Traffic A A A A A A A A A A A
Location A A A A A A A A /\" A " A""
Monument A A A A A A A A A"" ""'A""""" """A"""
"Pole A A A""" """"""A" "' " ""A "" """A""
Projecting A A A "
Public A A A A A A A A A A"""" """A "

""fioof a a a ""A""" "" A"
Rummage Sales A A A A A A A A
Sales or Rental A A A A A A A A A A" "" """A""
Seasonal Safes A A A A A A A A A "'"'A""" '" ^
Sidewalk . A A A
Sponsorship A
Street Banner A A A A A A A A A A""" ' " A""
Subdivision A A A A
Tegnporary A A A A A A A A A A 'A """

"'Tempotary Gonstruction A A A A A A A A A A /\
Wall A A A A A A ^ A """A " A "

Scction 1206. GcncrM Provisions for all Types of Signs

^

1206.1 Maximum Allowable Sign Area: The area of all permanent a("|vcr(isil1!2
signs fOr business enterprise may have an area equivalent to one and onc-hall"
(I- 1/2) square Net of sign area for each lineal foot ofwidth of a building. or p:iri
o r li building, occupied by such enterprise, but shall not exceed a rnaximuin arc:i of"
one hundred (100) square ket. For the purposes o fthis Ordinance, width shall hc
measured along the building face nearest parallel to the street line. In the CClSC ()l"
a corner lot, either &ontage, but only one frontage, may bc used in detern]inink
maximuni area of the sign.



1206.2 Determination of Sign Surface Area: The area of a sign shall be
n'ieasured by the fOllowing method:

(a) Areas Excluded from Calculation: Sign area shall not include
foundations, supports or a base which contains no sign-related elements
and shall not include those signs that are required by law or signs that
protect the health and safety of the consumer. ·"
(b) 'Frame or Cabinet: The area of sign faces enclosed in 6ranies or
cabinets shall be based on the outer dimensions ofthe frame or cabinet
surroundin& the sign face.
(C) Base Material: When a sign is on a base material, such as wood,
Plexiglas or other durable material, the sign area shall be the dimensions of
the base material.
(d) Faces Containing Advertising: In computing the area of signs, all
Rices on which advertising is displayed are considered sign area.
(e) Area Within A Rectangle: When signs consist ofindividual
elements attached to or painted on a wall, window or canopy, the sign area
is determined by a rectangle drawn around all the elements.

1206.3 Illumination of Signs: The following provisions shall be observed in the
illumination of signs and advertising structures.

(a) Internal or Reflected Light Permitted: All signs and advertising
structures, except as otherwise restricted, may be illuminated internally or
by reflected light provided the source of Light is not directly visible and is
so arranged as to reflect away Hom the adjoining premises and provided
(.hat such illumination shall not be so placed as to cause confusion or a
hazard to traffic or conflict with traffic control signs or lights.
(b) No Appearance of .Flashing Lights: No illumination involving
flashing, movement or causing the illusion ofmovement by reason of the
lighting arrangement or other devices shall be permitted except that portion
of a sign indicating the time, date or weather conditions.

1206.4 Setbacks for Signs: Except as provided elsewhere in this Ordinance,
signs shall confOrrn to setback requirements as fOllows:

(a) Front Setback: Signs shall be set back at least ten (10) tCet fi"om the
edge () f the pavement. No part of any sign shall project over a street.
(b) Signs Facing an "R" District - No sign shall be permitted which
Rices the fi'ont Jot line of any lot in any "R" District within one hundred
(100) feet of such lot line.
(c) Side and Rear Setbacks: Signs shall be erected or placed in
conformity with. the side and rear setback requirements of the district in
which located, except no sign shall be erected or placed closer than
Lilly (SO) feet from a side or rear lot line in a "B" or "M"' District which is
adjacent to an "R" District.

'~
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(d) Nktintain Traffic Visibility: No sign shall be erected which
obstructs existing traffic visibility on any public right-o Fway, public
property or private property.

1206.5 Durability of Sign Materials and Anchors: All signs, whether
permanent or temporary, shall be of a sufficiently durable material that will not
dcteriorate in wind, moisture and other elements, and shall be sufficiently
anchored so as not to create litter or other nuisance.

1206.6 Sign Liability and Responsibility: The owner ofthe property upon
which a sign is placed shall accept all legal liability and be responsible for the
maintenance and repair of such sign.

m

Section 1207. Abandoned Signs

In the cvent a business ceases operation for a period of tin]e in excess of ninety (90) days,
any associated sign shall be considered abandoned. An abandoned sign shall be removed
within thirty (30) days ofbecoming abandoned (that is, it shall be removed within onc
hundred-twenty (i 20) days of the date that the business ceases operation). For the
purpose o 1"this Articlc, removal of tbc sign shall mean removal of thc sign facc and any
assoc.iated supporting structures, or, the painting over of any wall sign in such a manner to
completely cover the sign and restore the wall appearance to match the existing Gicade.
However, if the property owner expects another business to occupy the same premises
within two (2) years following cessation of the previous business, the supportinlZ structure
may be left in place, provided that it is maintained in good condition.

Section 1208. Maximum Number of Signs
A maxinium o f five (5) signs are permitted (whether or not the signs require permits) fOr
each premises, not including those required by law or signs that protect the health and
sa(dy o t" the consunicr, unless otherwise provided in this Article.

Section 1209. Legal, Nonconforming Sign
A Legal, Nonc9nforming Sign must be maintained and repaired to ensure sa fc and
attractive conditions. A Legal, Nonconforming Sign shall not be otherwise altcrecl or
moved unless made to comply 'with the regulations o r this Article. Further, any such sign
or part thereof which is removed or requires repairs which exceed sixty (60) percent of its
rel)roductiol] value, shall not be rebuilt or relocated unless made to comply with all
regulations o Ithis section. The message of a Legal N"onconforming Sign may be changed
without a permit, provided that such a change does not increase the nonconformity. A
Si#11 Permit is required for any other changes to a Legal Nonconforniing Sign. Tn the
event that the owner and the Village do not concur on the reproducticm value,
determination of reproduction value shall be made by a practicing sign builder scIectccl by
the mutual consent of the Zoning Inspector and the applicant.

m



Section 1210. Sign Permits
Sign Permits are issued by the Zoning Inspector as provided in this Ordinance.

~

'I 2 1.0.1 Separate Permits for Different Signs: A separate sign permit shall be
required Lbr the erection or substantial alteration of each sign regulated in this
Ordinance. Repainting or changing the message of a sign shall not, 4n and of itself,
be considered a substantial alteration.

12 1.0.2 Contents of Application for Sign Permit: A sign permit shall be
submitted by the applicant to the Zoning Inspector who s"hal1 review the

, application for completeness. The application shall contain the following:
(a) An application form, available Hom the Zoning Inspector or Village,
to be completed and signed by the applicant and property owner(s).

(t') 'Drawings Lo scale of the sign, including the rriaximuin sign area, height,

color scheme, lettering or graphic style, lighting, and materials.
(c) A statement of the type of sign proposed, calculation of maximum
allowable sign area for the premises, calculation of the size olproposed

sign, and types and sizes of all other signs.
(d) A plot plan of the proposed site showing the location ofthe proposed

sign, notes on the setback distances, location of buildings, .parking Jots,
driveways, existing signs and landscaped areas on and adjacent to the
proposed site; and zoning of adjacent properties.
(e) A fCe as determined by the Village.
(i) The scale ofdrawing submitted with the application shall be suflicient
to adequately evaluate whether the propOsed sigri complies ·with the
regulations of this Ordinance.

1210.3 Sipn Permit Expiration

(a) Permits for the erection, construction or alteration of a sign shall expire

one (I) year after the date of approval.

~

Section 1211. Violation of the Sign Regulations
Violation o 1" any ofthe provisions of this Ordinance, pertaining to a sign, shall be subject
to the actions ol"the Village and penalties as provided in Article 16.
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